Israeli Violations' Activities in the oPt
24 November 2018

The daily report highlights the violations behind
Israeli home demolitions and demolition threats
in the occupied Palestinian territory, the
confiscation and razing of lands, the uprooting
and destruction of fruit trees, the expansion of
settlements and erection of outposts, the brutality
of the Israeli Occupation Army, the Israeli settlers
violence against Palestinian civilians and
properties, the erection of checkpoints, the
construction of the Israeli segregation wall and
the issuance of military orders for the various
Israeli purposes.

The Violations are based on
reports provided by field workers
and\or news sources.
The text is not quoted directly
from the sources but is edited for
clarity.
The daily report does not
necessarily reflect ARIJ’s opinion.

Brutality of the Israeli Occupation Army
•

The Israeli Occupation Army (IOA) invaded many neighborhoods in
Hebron, and assaulted two Palestinians from the southern area of the
city. The army also installed roadblocks on main roads leading to Sa’ir
and Halhoul towns, north of Hebron, before stopping and searching
dozens of cars, and interrogated many Palestinians while inspecting
their ID cards. (IMEMC 24 November 2018)
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•

The Israeli Occupation Army (IOA) invaded al-Isawiya village,
northeast of occupied Jerusalem, and broke into a local school, leading
to protests, before wounding many Palestinians with rubber-coated
steel bullets, gas bombs and concussion grenades. Dozens of IOA
invaded the village through its eastern entrance, before attacking and
storming a local school in ‘Obeid neighborhood. The IOA fired dozens
of rubber-coated steel bullets, gas bombs and concussion grenades.
(IMEMC 24 November 2018)

Israeli Arrests
•

The Israeli Occupation Army (IOA) detained two young Palestinian
men from their homes in Hebron, in the southern part of the occupied
West Bank. The IOA invaded neighborhoods in Hebron city, before
storming and violently searching several homes, and interrogated
many Palestinians while inspecting their ID cards. The IOA detained
Adli Adnan Gheith and Ismael Ghaleb Ja’bari, before taking them to a
military base near Hebron. (IMEMC 24 November 2018)

Israeli Settler Violence
•

A group of Israeli settlers invaded a Palestinian olive orchard in the
Seder area, in Turmus Ayya village, northeast of the central West Bank
city of Ramallah, and uprooted dozens of olive trees. The settlers
invaded the Palestinian orchard and cut the trees although the land is
just a few meters away from an Israeli military observation post
overlooking it and the surrounding areas. (IMEMC 24 November
2018)

Other
•

The United States Agency for International Development announced
that half of its employees in the West Bank and Gaza will be let go in
the coming weeks and by early 2019, the operations will be completely
shut down. The humanitarian agency is one of the largest and most
important
in
the
region.
The
U.S.
State
Department
informed USAID last week that by next month the agency would have
to present a list of 60 percent of its employees to be dismissed as the
first step in the shutdown that will be finalized by 2019. The U.S.
federal government agency handles civilian assistance to various
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countries around the world. The USAID chapter in the West
Bank and Gaza began operating in 1994, focusing mainly on economic
issues including water, infrastructure, education and health. USAID
has invested about $5.5 billion in the West Bank and Gaza in the
construction of roads, schools, clinics and community centers. USAID
also buys medical equipment, provides humanitarian assistance to
those in need of medical care and teaches lifesaving techniques to
doctors from Gaza and the West Bank via Israel and other countries. In
recent years USAID has conducted in-service education for teachers,
built schools and worked on projects to keep young Palestinians in the
education system. Last August, Israel approved the entry of containers
with equipment needed for the completion of water projects into Gaza.
USAID had been working on for the project for past year, including
construction of a large desalination plant and eight large drinking
water reservoirs. The project, whose cost was estimated at 60 million
shekels ($16 million) was conducted USAID by American companies
through a contractor in Gaza. After U.S. President Donald Trump’s
decided to freeze funding to various Palestinian relief organizations,
USAID’s dozens of projects in the West Bank and Gaza were
suspended, including those that had been partially completed. In the
current budgetary year, the United States was projected to have
transferred a total of $250 million in aid to various Palestinian
organizations. $35 million of which was supposed to be allocated to the
Palestinian Authority security forces and $215 million to economic
development, humanitarian assistance and coexistence projects, some
through USAID. Last August, the United States announced that the
money would be diverted to matters were deemed higher priority to
U.S. interests. Some 180 employees working for the U.S. Embassy in
Israel have yet to receive the budgeting for activities for either 2018 or
2019. The leftover money has been diverted to paying salaries and
maintaining the organization. According to officials involved in the
matter over the past few months, U.S. Ambassador David Friedman
has shown no interest in USAID‘s needs and has not held meetings
with USAID officials on projects. USAID officials said that the policy of
the ambassador and the Trump administration to stop funding aid is
meant to put pressure on Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas to renew talks with the United States and Israel ahead of the
peace plan the U.S. government is expected to present soon. Israeli
Defense officials are reportedly aware of developments regarding the
suspension of USAID’s work, but are also concerned over a cessation
of American assistance to the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency. Senior defense officials have warned that without an
alternative to UNRWA, the situation in Gaza will worsen. UNRWA
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provides basic food to 1.3 million people in the Gaza Strip, 4 million
doctor visits annually to Gaza residents and employs 12,000 teachers
who teach about 300,000 children. While aid to UNRWA is more
significant than the USAID, the cessation of the activities of both
agencies, coupled with no alternative in sight will lead to a decline in
the humanitarian situation in the Strip and even to its collapse, by
which, Israeli security officials have said, Israel will pay the price in
terms of sanitation, security and the economy. (Haaretz 24 November
2018)
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