ARIJ Daily Report

Applied Research Institute - Jerusalem (ARIJ)

P.O Box 860, Caritas Street — Bethlehem
Phone: (+972) 2 2741889, Fax: (+972) 2 2776966
pmaster@arij.org | http://www.arij.org

Israeli Violations' Activities in the oPt

The daily report highlights the violations behind

Israeli home demolitions and demolition threats
in the occupied Palestinian territory, the
confiscation and razing of lands, the uprooting
and destruction of fruit trees, the expansion of
settlements and erection of outposts, the brutality
of the Israeli Occupation Army, the Israeli settlers
violence against civilians and
properties, the erection of checkpoints, the
construction of the Israeli segregation wall and
the issuance of military orders for the various
Israeli purposes.
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Brutality of the Israeli Occupation Army
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The Violations are based on
reports provided by field workers
and \ or news sources.

The text is not quoted directly
from the sources but is edited for
clarity.

The daily
necessarily reflect ARIJ’s opinion.

report does not

e The Israeli Occupation Army (IOA) killed a Palestinian, identified
as Ahmad Yahia Atallah Yaghi, 25, after shooting him east of the

Zeitoun neighborhood, east of Gaza city, and injured 220 Palestinians,

including 90 who were shot with live fire, in the Gaza Strip. Their

deaths bring the number of Palestinians, who were killed by Israeli
army fire in the Gaza Strip since March 30%, 2018, to 157, while 17259

have been injured. Twenty-three of the slain Palestinians are children,



in addition to three women, including a medic, identified as Razan
Ashraf Najjar, 22. IMEMC 3 August 2018)

The Israeli Occupation Army (IOA) attacked dozens of Palestinian
protesters near the main entrance of Hizma town, east of occupied East
Jerusalem, and shot a young man with a live round in his abdomen.
(IMEMC 3 August 2018)

The Israeli Occupation Army (IOA) shot two Palestinians with live fire
in the Al-Mughayyir village, northeast of Ramallah. The two were shot
after the Israeli Occupation Army invaded the village and attacked
local protesters. IMEMC 3 August 2018)

The Israeli Occupation Army (IOA) injured several Palestinians in
Toura village, southwest of Jenin, in northern West Bank. The IOA
invaded the village, and fired many gas bombs at locals, and their
homes, causing many to suffer the effects of teargas inhalation. The
IOA claimed that several residents approached the Annexation Wall,
built on Palestinian lands. (IMEMC 3 August 2018)

The Israeli Occupation Army (IOA) shot one Palestinian with a rubber-
coated steel bullet, and caused dozens to suffer the effects of teargas
inhalation, after the army attacked the weekly nonviolent procession
against the Annexation Wall and colonies in Kufur Qaddoum town,
east of the northern West Bank city of Qalqilia. A large military force
attacked the nonviolent protesters, even before they started marching
towards Palestinian lands, and fired rubber-coated steel bullets, gas
bombs and concussion grenades at them. A young man was shot with
a rubber-coated steel bulleth in his arm, while dozens, including Fateh
Revolutionary Council member Bayan Tabeeb, suffered the effects of
teargas inhalation. The IOA also fired gas bombs and concussion
grenades at a number of homes, and attempted to detain several
Palestinians after ambushing them. (IMEMC 3 August 2018)

The Israeli occupation army (IOA) shot and injured three Palestinians
during confrontations in the villages of Hizma and Anata, near
Ramallah city in the occupied West Bank. Two youth were injured by
the IOA' guntfire in the village of Hizma while a third was injured in
Anata. IMEMC 3 August 2018)


https://israelpalestinetimeline.org/razan-ashraf-najjar/
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Israeli Arrests

The Israeli occupation army (IOA) raided several neighborhoods in
Dura town south of Hebron and detained three Palestinians after
searching their homes and took them to unknown destination. The
three detained Palestinians were identified as Khaled An Namura,
Husam An Nammoura and Wael Rib’l. The IOA also summoned Al
Ghadanfer Khanan Abu Atwan for interrogation. (WAFA 3 August
2018)

Israeli Settler Violence

Israeli settlers vandalized nearly a dozen Palestinian vehicles in the
Ein Yabrud village, east of the central occupied West Bank
Governorate of Ramallah. The Israeli Occupation Army (IOA) stormed
the village escorting a number of Israeli settlers who vandalized
several Palestinian-owned vehicles and spray painted racist slogans on
them. The incident comes a few days following a similar attack in the
village of al-Mughayyir, northeast of the Ramallah Governorate,
during which Israeli settlers vandalized Palestinian property by
slashing tires of eight Palestinian vehicles and spraying racist, anti-
Palestinian graffiti on the walls of Palestinian homes. (IMEMC 3
August 2018)

Home Demolition & Demolition threats

Other

Khan al-Ahmar will be destroyed after the Bedouin community is
given five days to respond to new relocation options, Israel’s Supreme
Court has determined. The court decided on Aug. 1, that the
demolition of Khan al-Ahmar is inevitable, even though the citizens
have shown popular rejection of any relocation plans. The
representatives from the Israeli government gave more options for the
relocation of the Bedouin community. The options included a state-
funded water and electrical connection to major facilities in the
village’s relocation, near a waste facility in Abu Dis, as well as a new
location near the Mitzpe Jericho Israeli Settlement. IMEMC 3 August
2018)



The U.S. Senate passed a measure that would codify into law the $38
billion defense aid package for Israel over 10 years that was negotiated
in the final days of the Obama administration. The U.S.-Israel Security
Assistance Authorization Act of 2018 approved Wednesday gives the
defense package the imprimatur of Congress, which would keep any
future president from reneging. The $38 billion deal negotiated in 2016
is the most generous ever to Israel. The American Israel Public Affairs
Committee in a statement said the act “seeks to ensure that Israel has
the means to defend itself, by itself, against growing and emerging
threats — including Iran’s presence close to Israel’s northern border.”
Israel is lobbying the United States and Russia to oust Iran from Syria,
where it has assisted the Assad regime in crushing a civil war. The act
also expands a stockpile of weapons that the United States keeps in
Israel. Israel may access the stockpile in wartime. It also urges space
research cooperation between Israel and the United States. A version of
the bill, which has bipartisan backing, is under consideration in the
U.S. House of Representatives. AIPAC urged its advance and passage.
Also approved by the Senate this week, after having garnered House
approval, is the $639 billion National Defense Authorization Act.
AIPAC praised the act for including $500 million for U.S.-Israel missile
defense cooperation and up to $50 million for U.S.-Israel cooperation to
detect enemy tunnels into Israel. The National Defense Authorization
Act has passed both chambers and now goes to President Donald
Trump for his signature. (Haaretz 3 August 2018)

On Thursday July 27, in the Senate Hall at Hebrew University on
Mount Scopus, a conference was held called “Environmental Quality
and Nature Preservation Transcending Borders” - the event was
hosted by the university’s Advanced School for Environmental Studies.
Just as a few months ago I attended a conference in the Humanities
Faculty’s Mexico Hall to recruit employees for the Shin Bet security

service, | went to the environment conference. It was a meeting of
thieves of land, water and natural resources, a convocation of settlers,
their yea-sayers and their minions from both sides of the Green Line —
there’s no other way to describe it. Among the organizers was the Kfar
Etzion Field School in the West Bank’s Gush Etzion, which spreads
over land it does not own. (Don’t say “state land” — what state?) The
residents of the Palestinian villages that have been swallowed up have
been transformed from farmers into unemployed workers and builders
of the settlements. Another sponsor was the Samaria and the Jordan
Valley Research and Development Center, which operates under the
aegis of the Ariel University Center of Samaria. Among the speakers
were the head of Israel’s Civil Administration in the West Bank, who
lectured in uniform, the head of the Municipal Association for
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Environmental Quality for Judea, and the head of the same group for
Samaria — only settlements belong to those latter two organizations.
There was also Gilad Ach, who lives in the settlement of Eli, a founder
of the group Ad Kan that conducts “undercover investigations to
expose groups posing as human rights organizations.” Ach currently
heads the Forum for a Green Israel, founded by young people formerly
of “special units” in the Israel Defense Forces. Ach’s interest in the
conference was to warn about the blight of “pirate quarries” operated
by Palestinians and to have all the permit procedures required in Israel
applied to them - as if this large swath of land had already been
annexed. There were also people from the Israel Nature and Parks
Authority, which is responsible for the belt of “national parks” around
Jerusalem that close off the Palestinian villages that have been annexed
to Jerusalem and block their development. It’s this authority that
handed over the operation of the City of David National Park in the
heart of the East Jerusalem neighborhood of Silwan to the settler group
Elad, also known as the Ir David Foundation. Blazoned across the top
of the conference program was: “The conference will examine possible
directions for action to advance and improve the environment in the
reality in which we are living, out of responsibility for the land and its
inhabitants, members of both peoples.” That's what they wrote:
“members of both peoples.” “Environmental quality and nature
preservation transcending borders,” they wrote (in faulty Hebrew).
The typing fingers transcended the long-eradicated borders and
weren't arrested. The fact of the conference’s exclusive use of "Judea
and Samaria" (instead of "the West Bank") testified to its illegal and
illegitimate political character. Indeed, Hebron is a city in Judea and
Schem (Nablus) is the capital of Samaria, and their Palestinian
inhabitants derive great pleasure and benefit from their neighbors
Kiryat Arba, Itamar, Yitzhar and the rest. And the Bedouin locale Khan
al-Ahmar is of course green and flourishing in its proximity to Kfar
Adumim and its offshoots. And the chain of settlements alien to their
surroundings on the hills of the West Bank — which were once softly
curved and are now capped in concrete and cement — are undoubtedly
the cutting edge in the struggle for environmental quality. And what
about the violent Jewish-settlement takeover of the springs that were
once recreational sites for the village residents? And what about the
criminal way the water resources are divided between the settlers and
the local Palestinians? The settlers splash in pools and the Palestinians’
pipes are dry for days on end during the summer, with their cisterns
blocked. All these, apparently, weren't worthy topics at the
“professional” conference on environmental quality at Hebrew
University’s Senate Hall. As the knuckles in my clenched fists grew



whiter by the minute, I sat there and listened to what was being said
until I couldn’t help but react to the self-righteous hypocrisy from “the
reality in which we are living.” I demanded again and again that the
speakers say something about the distribution of natural resources in
the region they were discussing, that they plunge their oh-so-clean
hands into the real filth that’s spreading through the downtrodden
land they boast of benefiting. But I was scolded from every side to stop
turning a “professional conference” into a political event. The day
before the conference I visited Silwan, where I met people from the
parks authority and saw the suffering they’re causing the
neighborhood’s residents. The local people’s lives are hell, simply put.
And the authorities” hand is still outstretched, day by day and hour by
hour, to frighten them, to narrow further their already small living
space and dig near and beneath their homes until cracks mar the walls.
Then they’ll evict the people. A few weeks before the conference I
visited the Jordan Valley and saw the ethnic-cleansing policy in full
swing under the settler's baton. And now, for a session at the
conference called “Declaration of a Reserve — A New Opportunity for
the People of the Valley,” an invitation was sent to Jordan Valley
Council head David Elhayani, patron of the valley’s violent outposts
that drive the shepherds and their flocks out of their grazing lands. Just
so you'll know for whom the “new opportunity” is intended.
Answering Haaretz’s Zafrir Rinat, as reported in the Hebrew edition
last month, Prof. Eran Feitelson, head of the Advanced School for
Environmental Studies, said: “In my opinion, one of the roles of
academia is to serve as a platform for diverse opinions.” But how are
the opinions of the settlers and their ideological institutions relevant to
a professional conference on environmental quality in the West Bank?
They are, after all, relevant only to a political conference. And how can
people from the Israel Nature and Parks Authority be given a platform
without mentioning their work that’s destroying the lives of thousands
of people in East Jerusalem? True, the Society for the Protection of
Nature in Israel established lovely nature reserves in the West Bank,
but the military immediately declared them off-limits for Palestinians.
Does this group really make the quality of life for both peoples its top
priority? Environmental quality? Water purity? The well-being of the
flora and fauna? And what about the human environment? After all,
the vast majority of the people in the West Bank are Palestinians,
whom the Jewish settlement project is robbing of every kind of
resource, from natural resources to human rights. At the two
conferences at Hebrew University — both the elaborate and ugly Shin
Bet conference and the hypocritical “environmental quality”
conference — not a single lecturer raised a voice in protest. And you



enlightened academics, don’t even think of saying that after my April 3
piece on the Shin Bet conference you sent protest letters to the
humanities dean and the rector, and received the reply, as I've been
told, that “a mistake occurred here.” “This matter has to be dealt with
from within,” one of you told me. Another wrote to me: “The
university rents out halls to many groups and cannot allow itself not to
do so in this case .... The publication of the invitation by the university
was a mistake,” and they regret this mistake. Well, you didn’t make
your protest public in any way. This conference — what do you have to
say about it? You were informed that it would be held, and it was
announced in the newspaper. Did you attend? Did you listen? Did you
protest? Maybe so and I didn’t hear about it. Maybe so but it happened
behind closed doors. You don’t know what protest is. This university’s
halls overlook in lordly arrogance the crowded neighborhood of
Isawiyah, where the people’s quality of life is beyond dreadful and
where there are no parks or even sidewalks. I therefore hold that this
university deserves to have academic communities abroad boycott it,
its heads and its faculty members. This is the only thing that will
compel them to fulfill their obligation and at long last address “the
reality in which we are living out of responsibility for the land and its
inhabitants, members of both peoples.” (Haaretz 3 August 2018)
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